U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Dr. Ivan Greenberg 


Washington, D. C. 20535 

FEB 0 9 2001 


Subject of Request ; Frederick Jackson Turner 
FOIPANO. 926883 


Dear Requester: 

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect information 
exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of Information Act) and/or 
Section 552a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections have 
been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information 
sheet has been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited for withholding 
information from the enclosed documents are marked below: 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


® (b)(1) 

□(b)(7)(A) 

□(d)(5) 

s(b)(2) 

□(b)(7)(B) 

□G)(2) 

□(b)(3) 

B(b)(7)(C) 

□(k)(l) 

□(b)(4) 

H(b)(7)(D) 

□(k)(2) 

□(b)(5) 

□(b)(7)(E) 

□(k)(3) 

□(b)(6) 

□(b)(7)(F) 

□(k)(4) 


□(b)(8) 

a(k)(5) 


□(b)(9) 

□(k)(6) 

□(k)(7) 


(See Form OPCA- 1 6a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.) 

Pursuant to your request, 6 pre-processed pages are being released. 

The documents responsive to your request were previously processed for another requester. In order to 
provide the information you requested as soon as possible, we have released tlie FBI information as it was originally 
processed. We have not contacted other government agencies concerning their information in FBI files. 



H If you desire, you may appeal any denials contained herein. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag 
Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from receipt of this letter. The 
envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" or "Information 
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

□ See additional information which follows: 



Section Chief 
Freedom of Information- 
Privacy Acts Section 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


Enclosures (2 ) 



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b) (1 ) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or 
foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order; 

(b) (2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b) (3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that 

the matters be w/ithheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b) (4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b) (5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 

(b) (6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b) (7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right 
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority 
or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and. in the case of record or information compiled by 
a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforce- 
ment investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical 
safety of any individual; 

(b) (8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible 
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b) (9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d) (5) Information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

0) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals: 

(k) (1 ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or 
foreign policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k) (2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identity a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k) (3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k) (4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k) (5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant 
to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k) (6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k) (7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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on November 29 , 1960, furnished Information 

similar to the above concerning the November 21j I960, class 
and added that APTHSI^ER spoke of the unleashing of limited 
imperialism during the Civil War period. He said that the 
United States Government loaned millions of dollars to the 
railroads at low Interest rates and the railroads secured 
600 million acres of land by which they were able to control 
towns and cities that sprung up on either side of the tracks. 
APTHEKER said that the ta^qpayers bore the brunt of building 
the railroads through taxes and conti-’olled inflation and 
deflation . 



similar to that of 
21, i960, class. 


on 


Nove mber 
► an 



60, furnished Information 
!► concerning the November 


JHHIHpadvised on December 1, 1960, that in the 
November 2d, 19b0, class liERBSRT APTHEKER stated that the 
masses in the South did not support the confederacy. The 
Civil War was a counterrevolutionary plot of the monied 
land owners of the South to prevent a bourgeois, democratic 
republic from coming into being in the South. 



''on December 13, 1960, and 
December 2, 196O, furnished information similar 
above concerning the November 28, i960, class. 



on 

the 



5n January 8, I961, made available an 

outline of the NTSriS for the class. ''American Social 
Thought: an Historical Analysis''. The outline sets forth 
the following: 


NY 100-142782 

rv 

I. Frederick JackGon\Turner : American ' Exceptionalism' in 
History-v'iriting \ 

"II/ Charles A\^ard: Economic Determinism & Idealism 

Reading : Turner : The Frontier in American History 

Beard: The Rise of American Civilization , vol. I 

; LeWBenson: Turner Beard . ,(19.80 ) 

H. A^s^heker: 'The Constitution' in Looking Forward 

(195Z,) 

: The Aiiierlcan Revolution (i960) 

III. Thorstein/St^len: Radical Gx’itic of Capitalist Economics 

Reading : Vehlen : T he Theory of ^slness Enterprise 

: The theory of the Leisure Class 
J. DorfmanT VEBLEN & HIS AMERICA 


IV. 


V. 


David^'^^esman ; Soporifics for. the Alienated 

Heading; Rlesman; The Lonely Crov;d 

: I ndividualism Reconsidered 

H. Aptheker': Chapter on 'Rles”nian in HISTORY 
& REALITY ( 1955 ) 

Walteri^ppmann: Big Business' Jeremiah 

Reading ; Lippraann : The Public Philosophy 

H. Aptheker: Chapter on Lippmann in HISTORY 
& REALITY 


VI. C. WrightsNills : 




Reading : 


r^ls: 


Non- Communist Radical 

The Power Elite 
T he Soclologlc'al Imagination 
Causes of World War iTl 
Listen Yankee I 


H. Aptheker: THE WORLD OF C. V/RIGHT MILLS (I96O)" 


NY 100-142782 




rac-vised cn January 13, I98I, that Dr. 

HERBERT APl’RJiRUiR 'was the instinrctor for the above course. 

In the January I6, lS6l, class APTHEKER spoke of the 
contribution of FREDERICK JACKSON TURNER who sought to turn 
American historical inquiry away from the New England federalist 
monoply and who broke ivith provincialism and rebelled 
against ecclesiasticism. 


advised on January 27, I96I, that in the 
January 23^x90^^ class Dr. APTHEKSR spoke of CHARLES A. 
BEARD'S views on the American Revolution. These views were 
that the American Revolution occurred because of the growth 
of American bourgeo.isle and the onerous British restrictions; 
that the American Constitution was an ultra conversative 
document representing the efforts of the property class to 
protect its rights and that the civil war occured because of 
the growth of the Northern industrial bour^oisie which found 
the domination of Congress by the agrarian slavocracy onerous 
APTHEKER said that BEARD ignores the fundamental basis of 
mass participation in history. BEARD ignores the value of the 
Negroes in history and offers no value Judgments. APTHEKER 
stated that history is not made but happens . 


|||||||||[||^^ on January 31j 1961, that in the 

January 30/19047 class APTHEKER spoke of CHARLES A. BEARD'S 
vlev;s of the civil war as being the second American revolution 
and the triumph of the industrial class of the North. 

imilllH^dvised on February S, I96I, that in the 
February 6, igoT/ class APTHEKER discussed DAVID RIESHAN 
describing him as a phenomenon of the upsurge of conservatism 
and a supporter of the late Senator MC CARTHY. 


■ * "^1^. 






Bursau file #62^-84347*. 

Bureau letter dated Deoeaftier 22, 1949*. f 
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